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High waterlevels Nijmegen 1993 & 1995

• Heavy rainfall in 
catchment river
Rhine

• dikes almost failed

• If so, lots of houses
would be covered by
water 6 m high

• evacuation 250.000 
houses



Adapt or Accept ? 

Cafe van Meteren at high water, 
Waalkade, Nijmegen ca. 1919



Nijmegen adapted • Project in national program; 
“Room for the river”

• Reducing bottleneck river

• 3.5 km ancillary channel

• Demolishment of 50 houses

• 5 new or extended bridges

• Investment € 350 Million





new urban river park



Regional Adaptation Strategy

Climate proof against:
• high water threat
• heavy rainfall flooding
• heat stress (at night)
• drought (green and nature)

Climate resilient in 2050: create a healthy and 
social inclusive city for and together with all 
citizens

“The Declaration on Climate Adaptation for the

Green Cities”, ready for prompt implementation!



Carbon neutral 2045

• Regional Energy Strategy

• Waste heat distribution network 14.000 homes

• Transforming coal powerplant to Green Delta

• Power2Nijmegen innovation network

• purchasing of electricity (regional, green, new)

• Strategy carbon free neighborhood heating

• Citizen owened wind & solarpark

• Agreements with social housing associations

• Loans for citizen investments in energysavings



Initiatives of citizens



International cooperation
- Call for Action Green Capital winners and finalists

- Tool EU for candidate cities EU Green Capital

- Network EGC cities

- ICLEI partnership

Why no Italian cities in the EGC network of green capitals? 



Our Green Capital !



Results Nijmegen Green Capital 2018 (1)

Publicity:

• 14.500 mentions in media NL

• website visited by people from

180 countries



Results Nijmegen Green Capital 2018 (2)

• 10.000 trees planted

• 177.000 paving stones removed

• 233 new circular bus stops & 10 eco lounges

• 25 cafe terraces with energy efficient cushions

• 65 restaurants with vegetarian menus

• € 4.8 million government funding for energy efficient houses

• 5000 beers produced using purified rainwater

• 12 sustainable cafes with 12 themes



An award for cooperation as well! 



Welcome in Nijmegen!



Founders, sponsors & partners




