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CLIMATE CHANGE: As Carbon budget shrinks, demands for 
justice increase
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Gupta, J. (2014). The History of Global Climate Governance, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge



JUSTICE ISSUES HAVE MULTIPLIED SINCE 1990

1. C budget

Delayed till ’15

2. Sharing the budget

From principles to voluntary

3. Stranded resources/assets

USD 16-300 Tn

6. Driving factors influencing GHG emissions and vulnerability

GDP and definition of development; instruments promoting inequality

4. Mitigation instruments

Efficient, but not equitable or effective

5. Adaptation and adaptive capacity (Residual) impacts

Lives lost, health impacts, food losses, migration, $$$$ etc



Links between 29 of the world's largest coal, oil and gas exploration & 
production firms (with HQ in black) & their African fossil fuel projects (red 
markers).

Rempel, PhD Thesis 2022



Lifetime of coal mines: closing coal in China and India is more than their annual 
GDP; we waited with our target, so that it matches the closure of our coal plants

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3d4e1612f05d40faa5eaaa91110a204a



Boundaries

● Intact Nature: principle of returning 
land to nature from 45% to 50-60%.

● Integrity: Every square kilometre of 
managed land should have local 
diverse greenery.

Addressing Nature



Many local ESBs are breached

At least two 

boundaries breached

for 52% of land area / 

86% of global 

population



LIVING WITHIN SAFE AND JUST BOUNDARIES Requires just
transformation and redistribution

Overshoot

DANGER ZONE

Is the allocation of 

remaining 

resources just? 

Is the allocation of 

risks/harm just? 

Is the allocation of 

responsibilities just? 
Just means

Just endsSafe & just boundary

Just minimum 

needs

Gupta, J., et al. (2024). A just world on a safe planet: Earth system boundaries, transformations and translation, Lancet Planetary Health.
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Shrinking ecospace governance discourses
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Capitalist
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Rational actor model (assess costs/benefits) Social practice model
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