


5 YEARS TO CHANGE THE CURVES… 

What comes next is the massive task to undo these failing 
actions, mitigate their origins, adapt for their impacts and rethink 

the future and our responsibilities.
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NO CLUE…



NO BUSINESS CASE  
for the poor, the vulnerable
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Loss of ecosystems
on land or in the ocean 

especially those that 
provide valuable services 

(e.g., forestry, fisheries).

In urban areas people, assets, 
economies, and ecosystems 

are a�fected by heat stress, 
extreme precipitation, inland 

and coastal �looding, landslides, 
air pollution, and drought.

Climate risks are cross-cutting

Food insecurity
of poor populations, 

which can be aggravated 
by extreme weather 

events and longer-term 
trends in temperature 

and precipitation.

Shortage of freshwater
for drinking or agriculture, 
especially for rural people.

Negative impacts
on low-lying coastal zones 
from sea-level rise, 
�looding, and storm surges.

Damage to infrastructure
from extreme weather 
events or sea-level rise.
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SEA-LEVEL RISE &
COASTAL DEGRADATION

TRANSBOUNDARY
WATER MANAGEMENT

VOLATILE FOOD PRICES
& PROVISION

EXTREME WEATHER
EVENTS & DISASTERS

LIVELIHOOD INSECURITY
& MIGRATION

LOCAL RESOURCE
COMPETITION

Global pressures 
are increasing

1

Climate change is the 
ultimate threat multiplier

2

UNINTENDED EFFECTS
OF CLIMATE POLICIES

CLIMATE CHANGE 

POPULATION GROWTH

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEGRADATION

URBANIZATION

INCREASING RESOURCE 
DEMAND UNEVEN ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT & INEQUALITY

Seven compound climate-fragility risks 
threaten states and societies

NO TIME TO WASTE



LOCK - IN
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1. MORE FUNDS / MORE PROJECTS?

Many funding initiatives contributed 
large amounts to tip the balance 
already. Official development finance 
to water nearly tripled between 
2003 and 2014, while general 
climate funding agreed to mobilize 
an equal amount for mitigation and 
adaptation. Almost eighty per cent 
of the funds provided for the latter is 
water related*, opening up enormous 
opportunities in the sector.

As the amount of allocated budgets 
for water-related projects is growing 
in its bumpy venture to meet global 
needs, another problem becomes 
all the more clear: the process to 
effectively, adaptively and swiftly 
allocate these funds to relevant 
transformation. We lack the tools that 
could enable us to tip the balance.

BROKE
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DISCONNECT



URBAN POPULATION
109

SEA LEVEL RISE

POLICY BASED ON WHAT WE’VE ALREADY SEEN BUSINESS AS USUAL AS MAXIMUM IMPACT

UNATTAINABLE GOAL

2X(1/10m)

TEMPERATURE
°C

STORM INTENSITY
% PDI

?
MISSING LINK
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SEA LEVEL RISE
2X(1/10m)
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Speed up!


