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Science-based targets | What is a science-based target?

“GHG emissions reduction targets that are consistent with the level of decarbonization that, according to 

climate science, is required to keep global temperature increase within 1.5 to 2ºC compared to pre-

industrial temperature levels”
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Growth since 

January 2018

Business Ambition for 1.5°C 

Commitment Letter
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Companies are expected to announce their targets within 24 

months upon commitment



Option 1 – Setting science-based emissions 

reduction targets across all relevant scopes, 

in line with 1.5°C emissions scenarios.

This option ensures the strongest ambition in 

the short to medium term and enables 

companies to align with trajectories that lead to 

net-zero value chain emissions by 2050.

How can companies join?

Option 2 – Setting a long-term target to 

reach net-zero value chain emissions by no 

later than 2050, alongside science-based 

targets across all relevant scopes, and in 

line with the criteria of the SBTi. 

This option ensures the strongest ambition in 

the long term and enables companies a degree 

of flexibility in how quickly they align in the short 

to medium term with trajectories that lead to net-

zero emissions by 2050.
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1.5°C-aligned mitigation pathway
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State of net-zero emissions consistent with limiting warming to 1.5°C

Carbon removed by the company

Residual emissions according to 1.5°C-aligned mitigation pathways

To reach a state of net-zero emissions for companies consistent

with achieving net-zero emissions at the global level in line with

societal climate and sustainability goals implies two conditions:

1. To achieve a scale of value-chain emission reductions

consistent with the depth of abatement achieved in

pathways that limit warming to 1.5°C with no or limited

overshoot and;

2. To neutralise the impact of any source of residual

emissions that remains unfeasible to be eliminated by

permanently removing an equivalent amount of atmospheric

carbon dioxide.

Gross value-chain emissions
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